CHAPTER IX
DEMOLITIONS   (DERAA,   1918)
Disappointing beginnings. Lawrence to the rescue. Nuri as Said.
The Bedouin let us down. Tel Arar. Peake's demolition. Junor crashes.
Riding to Mezerib. The station captured. Tulips. Tel ash Shehab.
Riding past Rimtha. Demolition at Nisib. Deraa encircled. Clearing
an aerodrome. General Allenby's advance, Air activities.
PARTLY to stop the Turks at Amman reinforcing
Deraa, and partly in the hope of mystifying them
and taking their attention off the place where the
line was to be cut in earnest, we decided to start
work on the i4th or I5th by breaking the line south
of Deraa. With some difficulty we induced the
Arabs to leave this to Peake's combined demolition
party of Egyptians and Gurkhas, as we did not
want to risk another fiasco like Abu Jerdun, where
the Sherifian demolition party reported a break
which had not in fact been made. Peake was given
two armoured cars to escort him, as no guns could
be spared, and marched off on the afternoon of the
13th. The main body started at dawn next day,
and marched steadily northwards for about twenty
miles, halting for the night in a grassy valley where
the camels found good grazing. Now that the
British officers were collected, there was not room
for all to ride in the tenders which had brought
them by relays to Azraq. Foreseeing this, I had
been careful to pick out the best of Allenby's two
thousand camels for my own use, and had sent my
servant with it. I also borrowed a mule from one
of the Sherifian pack batteries, so that I could move
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